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Your Monocle
Checklist — 2021

1. Think provenance
Care about the maker

2. Be a good consumer
Buy less, buy better

3. Sustain real debate
And get off social media

4. Tread lightly
Mcnd reuse and cherlsh

5. Lend a hand
And look after seniors

+0WELCOME MAT The hotels in Reykjavik, Florence and Bali awaiting your arrival NATURE CALL Companies putting
down rural roots INVENTORY From massage pants to banana cases, Japanese products that might just change your life
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Change
for good

Big improvements can often
come from small adjustments
to our behaviour. So how
can we ensure that we do
things better? We asked 20
thinkers — from authors and
professors to artists and
architects — for their take.

1. COMMUNICATION
Sarada Peri

Former speechwriter for
Barack Obama

How can leaders be better, more
effective communicators?

It’s not just about world leaders; it’s
business leaders, community leaders

and the leaders of any given organisation.
Obviously, we are facing a global pandemic
and consequential economic crisis, but

the way that our fragmented media system
has changed means that even if you have
an intention in your communication, it
rr{zght be misperceived entirely; it can be
sl_:ced, diced, repackaged and completely
dlst_orted. And you’re also competing
against misinformation, So the challenges
involved are significant and one leader
can’t solve them,

I do think that, right now, people can
smell untruths from a mile away, What
people want to hear from their leaders is
an authentic and real sense of who they

;rel_and what they plan to do, Idon’t
b; ;u:re t}-lat People are easily persuaded
> Sonf?; ﬁgu?lg;; they want to fee] rooreq
B uﬁhl e job for h_eaders, as Joe
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they taking us?” So being really clear abgy,
that for yourself — and then finding a =
to communicate that clearly - is extremely
important in these times. — CCE

2. — MEDIA
Rainer Nowak
Editor in chief and publisher of
Vienna’s ‘Die Presse’

How can we ensure reporting is fair
and balanced?

M |
Last year has shaken the world and turned
things upside down in a way that we hadn’t
been able to imagine before. Journalism
was challenged to a degree that meant not
all quality requirements were met all the
time. Therefore, it is important to focus
even more on fulfilling the high standards
of quality journalism.

Audiatur et altera pars (the other part
should be heard as well) must not be
neglected even if the other part is paranoid,
aggressive or simply stupid. Even if you
detest a certain opinion, it must not show
in the reporting.

We have realised that science and
medicine can be fallible too. We are facing
a situation where our knowledge and
understanding can change from day to day.
Therefore, the need for transparency about
the source of information is bigger than ever
before. Traditional media have lost readers
to the so-called alternative media that bend
facts and disclose sources. Our reporting
must have the utmost clarity about what we
know — and where we get it from — but also
about what we don’t know.

For many of us, the pandemic manifests
the first worldwide crisis that can be
felt in our daily lives and that affects us
individually too. Therefore, emotions and
personal experiences might have influenced
the reporting more than before. It is
important to take a step back and strive for
a helicopter view. It is our job to educate
our readers, We have to deliver arguments
and facts so that readers can form their own
opinions — whether we like it or not. — DBA

3. — Housing

Alejandro Aravena

Pritzker prize-winning Chilean
architect and founder of the
Santiago-based Elemental studio

How can we build better housing?

H"uﬁ‘mg is not a product, it’s a process. In
housing you ignite: you create the first spark
and then the whole process begins. The
moment you understand it dynamically and
1ot frozen, like other architectural buildings,
then the forces at play change. Then you
channel people’s interventions.
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6. —— FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Bessma Momani
Professor of Political Scien
the University of Waterloo,
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The global economy is facing 2 @
low growth, high uncmpl_oymenr,_
productivity, spluttering internati
trade and a huge debt overhang !
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New York’s International
Affairs Commissioner
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11. — CLIMATE ACTION

k Watts i
E!xaercutive director of Cc40 Cities,

ities
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:grking towards a greener future

cities play in shaping

What role do iy

a more prosperous

Most immediately, cities can show -
how a green and just recovery from : :{
pandemic will create more‘lobss Pm;
people’s health, reduce emissions an
improve resilience. Mayors have be_en
the strongest champions of the Paris
Agreement and, in the absence of
intergovernmental co-operation, they
have kept the flame of internationalism
alive. We need national leaders to get
behind them with decisive green stimuli
and regulatory support.

Against all odds, cities continued to
progress climate action in 2020. Since
the start of the pandemic, Paris has
invested €20m in cycling, Bogota
announced hundreds of new e-buses,
making theirs the largest order outside
China, and the 15-minute city is being
adopted globally,

The pandemic has exposed systemic
inequalities, the fragility of our economic,
political and social systems, and the
urgent need to protect and restore our
natural world. We must emerge on a
path forward that guarantees economic,
environmental, racial and social justice
for all.

In 2021 more than 1,000 cities around
the wt_)rlc! will be mobilising to do this
-by S1gIIng on to the Race to Zero, a
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from this instant reinvention of learnjp
environments over the past 12 monthg
which must be assessed to decide whar
we should and can carry forward, A
key discovery is the inequity for some
students who really suffered under
remote learning, either due to learning
styles, lack of technology access,
internet reliability or personal time and
space with the necessary technology,

With new teaching tools, the notion
of a field trip is amazingly expanded, a5
are the opportunities for collaboration
and experiential learning. We should
invest in major curricular revision and
infrastructure so education can addresg
what we have discovered. This includeg
inventive ways to learn, share, and
experience, while also addressing the
structural racism and inequities present
in our curricular materials and student
experiences. — CFC

13. — HIGH STREETS

Andrew Carter

Chief executive officer at Centre
for Cities, a think-tank improving
the economies of UK cities

How can our high streets be better
run and managed?

A thriving high street is based on the
strength of a wider economy. Lots
of well-paid workers create a market
for restaurants, shops, bars and other
amenities that can’t be sustained in cities
where people don’t earn as much money.
Because of this, the most effective way to
create a high street that is appealing to
businesses and shoppers is to focus on the
wider economy. Councils and business-
improvement districts should consider
how they can encourage skilled firms to
set up in the city centre and create
a market for high street businesses.
Struggling high streets are the symptom
of deeper economic problems in a city.
Any strategy for a “better” high street
should recognise this and tackle the root
cause of the problem: a lack of disposable
income in the area. Improving people’s
skll;s and encouraging more well-paying
businesses into city centres will create a
market for réstaurants, shops and bars.
Because of this, I'd encourage councils to
spend more time thinking about how to
attract office-based firms. Where offices
80, retail, hospitality and leisure will
Inevitably follow. — nm
re——
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